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BLACK EXCELLENCE CELEBRATED AT GALA
“We have, in my three years at (the 
university), seen an overwhelming response 
to the gala from students, faculty and 
staff,” Tonika Ingram, coordinator for the 
MOST programs at the Center for Inclusion 
and Cross Cultural Engagement, said. 
SEE PAGE 9
CAMPUS WORKERS COMPLAIN 
“Yes, it has caused a disruption,” said 
Katavia Sisk, an employee at Starbucks 
in the JD Williams Library. “Like in a 
drive-thru line, you have to prioritize 
orders from them, and it disrupts the 
flow because we have to have someone 
hop in and out to take the order.”
SEE PAGE 3
Defending
the detained
RABRIA MOORE
thedmnews@gmail.com
University 
mandates
diversity
training
Six months after mass arrests, students represent ICE detainees
Six months after the larg-
est Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) raid in 
United States history occurred in 
central Mississippi, the Univer-
sity of Mississippi’s MacArthur 
Justice Center is leading efforts 
to help detainees and their fami-
lies handle the aftermath. In what 
became a record-setting opera-
tion carried out on Aug. 7, immi-
gration officials detained 680 
individuals working in seven 
different food processing plants 
surrounding the Jackson area.
Established in 2014, the 
MacArthur Justice Center is a 
clinic within the university’s law 
school  that advocates for human 
rights and social justice through 
litigation. Every year, center 
director Cliff Johnson hires 
students to learn from this advo-
cacy work and gain legal experi-
ence.
As soon as news of the raids 
broke, the limited practice 
student attorneys immediately 
began providing legal assistance 
to detained immigrants, many 
of whom have been living in the 
United States for decades.
“We do interviews with those 
who have been detained to see if 
they have any legal defenses to 
stay in the United States and how 
best we can serve them,” Mercy 
Figueroa, a second-year law 
student, said. “More or less, what 
we’re doing is trying to get them 
out on bail, trying to see if we can 
prepare a defense (and) trying to 
see if they have an asylum claim.”
Since August, the clinic 
raised more than $750,000 in 
donations to get bail bonds for 
defendants, which has allowed 
for many of them to be released. 
Still, the students working in the 
clinic said funding is still a major 
problem.
“Most bond amounts are in 
the tens of thousands of dollars 
for these people, and if you have 
a million dollars, that runs out 
pretty quickly,” Carson Phil-
lips, a third-year law student, 
said. “A lot of America — and 
even Mississippi — has forgotten 
about the raids, forgotten that 
they happened, and these people, 
for the most part, are still being 
detained.”
Figueroa said she had seen 
bail set as high as $15,000, an 
amount of money that most of 
the people who were detained do 
not have.
Apart from providing detain-
ees with bail money, the clinic 
also uses donations to help pay 
for detainees’ commissary depos-
its, which they can use for pay 
phones and at commissary stores 
for food in the detention facilities.
The MacArthur Justice 
Center has also helped create a 
hotline for those affected by the 
raids. When family members call, 
they can request anything from 
legal counsel to toiletries.
“There are still a lot of people 
who are waiting on their bonds, 
or they’ve received their bond 
and can’t pay it,” Kade Elison, 
a first-year law student, said. 
“These people are still in limbo, 
and they still need help, but the 
funds just aren’t there.”
Who they represent
The MacArthur Justice Center 
has taken on new cases in aid of 
detainees since the second week 
of August — many of which are 
still unresolved — and the names 
of the clients were not disclosed 
because of the attorneys’ duty of 
confidentiality.
Though Figueroa, a native 
Spanish speaker from Cuba, has 
worked as a translator on several 
cases, the story of one detained 
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A new mandate from the 
university requires that every 
student must take a diversity and 
inclusion training course, and 
not doing so could jeopardize 
a student’s ability to register for 
classes for the next semester.
This campus-wide require-
ment to participate in the train-
ing was proposed by Provost 
Noel Wilkin and Vice Chancel-
lor for Diversity and Community 
Engagement Katrina Cald-
well after a picture emerged of 
university students in front of a 
bullet-riddled Emmett Till memo-
rial and the murder of Ole Miss 
student Ally Kostial.
The Council of Academic 
Administrators, which includes 
deans, faculty and students, voted 
on and approved the required 
training
Several years ago, the Univer-
sity of Mississippi partnered with 
EVERFI to distribute mandatory 
training to students with hopes 
of fostering a healthy and safe 
college environment. After using 
the organization’s alcohol and 
sexual assault training courses, 
the university is now mandating 
that every student complete the 
organization’s diversity and inclu-
sion training.
According to Shawnboda 
Mead, the assistant vice chan-
cellor for diversity, the univer-
sity viewed this as an opportunity 
to ensure that each student was 
able to have engagement with 
these topics in alignment with the 
university’s values of creating and 
supporting an inclusive campus 
environment for all.
“This ensures that every 
student is able to start from a 
similar place, so when they are 
having deeper conversations on 
inclusion and mutual respect in 
their academic courses or their 
future careers, they will be able 
to respond with confidence and 
familiarity,” Mead said.
On Jan. 31, Wilkin and Cald-
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The Levee to rebrand as Tango’s, a 21 + bar
JILLIAN MCGANN
thedmnews@gmail.com
After serving 18 years as 
one of the only 18-and-up 
bars on the Square, The Levee 
is rebranding as Tango’s and 
will only allow entrance to 
people who are 21 years old 
and older.
Levee part-owner Grif-
fin Tanner said he wanted to 
create something new after 
buying out his longtime busi-
ness partners. Even with 
the change in age restric-
tion, Tanner said he is not 
concerned that the bar will 
lose business.
“We hope that if we work 
hard and have a great prod-
uct — both food and entertain-
ment — it will help us move to 
the top,” Tanner said.
The renovated bar will 
offer an LED dance floor and 
a 120-inch TV wall for watch-
ing sports.
The announcement has 
left many students shocked 
because The Levee was a 
popular bar among students, 
especially underclassmen.
Grace Stevenson, a sopho-
more, said the closing of The 
Levee marks the end of an era.
“I think The Levee was 
almost a rite of passage for 
freshman,” she said. “They had 
to go to The Levee because it 
was the best 18-and-older bar 
before graduating to the other 
bars when they turned 21.”
The Levee was one of the 
only bars that still allowed 
patrons 18 years and older, 
along with the Annex and 
Rooster’s. This leaves little 
nightlife available where 
underclassmen can partici-
pate legally.
F r e s h m a n  J e n n i f e r 
Nyguen, a freshman, said she 
is sad The Levee will no longer 
exist, and she thinks that 
changes like this are encour-
aging students to seek out fake 
IDs.
“They should make more 
18 and up bars because it 
discourages illegal behavior 
like buying a fake ID,” Nyguen 
said. “The Levee closing will 
also make Annex and Roost-
er’s a lot busier.
Tanner said running a 
21-and-up bar will be less 
complicated than an 18-and-
up bar.
“I think that it is easier 
to maintain and remove any 
unwanted negativity,” Tanner 
said. “We love being a dance 
club and providing entertain-
ment for all ages and may still 
do some shows that will be 
open to (people) under 21.”
Tango’s will still be open 
to minors for food before 10 
p.m., but it will start enforcing 
the new age restriction after 
the kitchen closes.
In addition to the age 
restriction, Tango’s is focus-
ing on its cuisine in an attempt 
to be regarded as more than 
just a bar. Tanner enlisted 
Clint Boutwell, a local restau-
rateur of Oxford Grillehouse 
and Julep, to create a menu 
for Tango’s.
“We are opening a new 
concept and will focus on 
food and atmosphere,” Tanner 
said. “We are excited to bring 
this new concept to Oxford.”
According to Tanner, 
Tango’s will announce its 
opening on its social media. 
He estimated it will open in a 
few weeks.
This comes just months 
after the Mississippi Alco-
hol and Beverage Control 
suspended The Levee’s alco-
hol sales from Nov. 25 to Dec. 
23.
The Oxford Eagle reported 
that The Levee was the third 
establishment on the Square 
to receive a suspension last 
year, the first two being City 
Grocery and Bouré in July.
The recent suspensions 
follow the implementation of 
the Alcohol Ordinance that 
The Board of Aldermen voted 
into effect in September 2018.
The ordinance passed after 
several months of debate 
about whether the ordinance 
reflected a racial bias, invaded 
personal privacy or would 
realistically solve the prob-
lem of underage drinking on 
the Square.
About a year ago, Tanner 
said he had been to restau-
rants around Oxford that 
seem not to be complying 
even though the deadline 
has passed. He also said that, 
while he doesn’t believe his 
larger bars are being unjustly 
targeted for arrests or police 
walkthroughs, the size of the 
bar has a major effect on the 
number of fire marshal and 
OPD visits
This story was submitted 
from a journalism class.
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Tango’s will be a 21-and-up 
bar, replacing the 18-and-up 
requirement The Levee held.
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For students,  the new 
Starship robot service offers 
food delivery on campus. 
However, the service has 
caused headaches for many 
of the employees at campus 
restaurants where it is offered.
“Yes, it has caused a disrup-
tion,” said Katavia Sisk, an 
employee at Starbucks in the 
JD Williams Library. “Like in 
a drive-thru line, you have to 
prioritize orders from them, 
and it disrupts the flow because 
we have to have someone hop 
in and out to take the order.”
Ole Miss currently has 30 
delivery robots on campus. 
When the on-campus restau-
rants receive an order from 
the Starship app, they make 
the order and put it inside one 
of the robots. The app then 
gives customers an estimated 
time of arrival for the food, and 
customers use the app to open 
up the robot and retrieve their 
orders.
When the delivery service 
first opened on Jan. 28, the 
service was swamped with 
orders. This resulted in wait 
times of 15 to 40 minutes for 
several of the on-campus 
restaurants. Because of the 
high demand, some restau-
rants did not take orders or 
would only accept orders from 
nearby customers.
In addition to the orders 
employees receive inside their 
restaurants, they now have to 
help prepare the orders from 
the Starship delivery service. In 
the student union, the super-
visors have been the ones that 
send out orders.
“My supervisors mostly do 
it,” said Kathy Corothers, an 
employee at McAlister’s Deli. 
“My boss, Brad — he does it — 
and then my supervisor. But a 
person like me, I just clean. I 
don’t do it.”
While the delivery system 
has given employees more 
work to do, some see the new 
robots as a positive challenge.
“Yes, (there are) definitely 
a lot more orders, but it kind 
of forces us to keep things 
fresh, so it’s a good thing,” said 
Akarus McNeal, an employee at 
Qdoba in the Student Union.
While food service employ-
ees have had to learn a new 
system for the service, many 
of them have not found diffi-
culties working with the new 
technology.
“The system is pretty much 
self-explanatory and makes it 
really easy to put (the food) in 
and get it out as quick as possi-
ble,” McNeal said.
However, some employ-
ees see the speed of the deliv-
ery robots as problematic. 
Because of the time it takes for 
the delivery robots to travel 
on campus, Sisk does not see 
how the service is practical for 
delivering coffee.
“It’s a good idea, but given 
the time it takes, it undermines 
the point of hot coffee because 
it takes 20 minutes for it to get 
across campus,” she said. “At 
that point, it’ll be lukewarm.”
Though the service creates 
more stress for the employ-
ees at restaurants on campus, 
others see the use of delivery 
robots as a good idea.
“For students, with the 
weather change from the cold 
weather to the rainy weather, 
they don’t have to be all 
entrapped inside the Union. 
We have a delivery service at 
each station,” said McNeal.
Since working with the 
delivery robots on campus, Sisk 
said she has had to deal with 
the issue of people vandalizing 
or abusing them.
“Someone pushed one 
down the hill. That’s not okay,” 
she said. “They’re there to 
make your life easier, so you 
shouldn’t want to vandalize 
them. There could be some-
one’s food in there.”
Cody Walls, an employee 
at McAlister’s Deli, said that 
despite the initial problems, 
the system will be easier to 
handle once they get used to it.
“I can tell you for sure it’s 
increased our workflow a lot — 
which is stressing people out — 
but I’m sure once we get used 
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continued from page 1Delivery robots annoy food service staff
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The new Starship robots have created headaches for campus food 
workers.  
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well sent a campus-wide email 
outlining the requirements for the 
diversity training and offered what 
they hoped students would learn 
from the training.
“We believe that learning to navi-
gate and foster a diverse and inclusive 
environment is an important skill 
for your personal and professional 
growth,” the email said.
It is a requirement for all students 
to complete the training by April 1, 
and incompletion can potentially 
impact different processes, such 
as course registration according to 
Mead. Other details on the conse-
quences of incompletion remain 
unclear.
The online course takes roughly 
45 minutes to complete and includes 
a variety of different modules, rang-
ing from personal survey questions 
to quizzes.
Quiz questions ask respondents 
to define terms such as diversity and 
“intersectionality,” and testimonial 
videos provide users with real-life 
examples of bias.
Last fall, over 3,000 students 
completed the online diversity train-
ing for either their EDHE course or 
participation in Greek recruitment..
Still, there are questions about 
the efficacy of diversity training in 
changing behaviors. One study by 
the Harvard Business Review found 
that the training did little to affect the 
behaviors of white or male employ-
ees, though other groups did experi-
ence some changes.
Junior Cade Slaughter, a public 
policy leadership major, has already 
done the required diversity train-
ing because he wanted to see what it 
entailed. He believes that the univer-
sity should try to make every student 
on campus more open-minded and 
empathetic when it comes to diversity.
“No college campus is without its 
walls of separation, and Ole Miss is no 
exception to this.  I certainly believe 
the intended outcome is to weaken 
some of these persistent walls of sepa-
ration through the tool of education,” 
Slaughter said.
However, Slaughter thinks that for 
the most part, the only reason people 
will complete it is because it’s required.
“Allowing this diversity and 
inclusion training to become a more 
solidified part of our campus culture 
is certainly possible, but I think it is 
only possible if students are further 
incentivized to complete the train-
ing,” Slaughter said. “The alcohol 
awareness training that is mandated 
at orientation is successful in their 
completion because it is mandatory. 
I consider this training to be just as 
significant and essential to the Ole 
Miss experience as other mandated 
online training.”
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woman who is now seeking 
asylum impacted her the most.
“(I interviewed) a mother 
about her 16-year-old daughter 
who had been raped in Guate-
mala. It was part of the reason 
for their asylum claim,” Figueroa 
said.
Over the course of her inter-
view with the mother, Figueroa 
said she realized the burden of 
the language barriers that have 
complicated many of the immi-
gration cases in Mississippi. The 
mother of the woman who had 
been detained only spoke the 
Guatemalan dialect Mam, so 
as one attorney spoke English, 
Figueroa translated to Spanish 
and another family member then 
translated to Mam. Figueroa said 
this challenge only emphasized 
the already-existing weight of the 
situation.
“Just hearing the pain in the 
inflection of her voice — pain is 
something that is universal,” she 
said. “You don’t necessarily have 
to speak their language to see that 
somebody is in anguish.”
The mother and daughter 
have not yet been granted asylum.
“Conditions in Guatemala are 
really terrible,” Charity Karanja, 
a second-year law student, said.
Karanja began her work with 
the MacArthur Justice Center in 
January, and the first case she 
was assigned — alongside fellow 
second-year student Kaitlin 
Bethay — is that of another Guate-
malan mother who was detained 
in the August ICE raids.
“She is facing persecution 
in her hometown. We’ve been 
researching the legal avenues to 
help her and make sure she can 
stay here where it’s safe for her,” 
Bethay said.
The woman and her son, who 
is disabled, escaped their small 
town in Guatemala after members 
of their community repeatedly 
attacked her for being an indige-
nous woman.
“(If she gets deported), she’s 
going back to a community that 
persecuted her. The people that 
attacked her are still there,” 
Karanjas said. “They know where 
she lived and where she will have 
to go back to.”
The woman and her son have 
lived in the United States for just 
under ten years, and Karanja said 
that if the family had been pres-
ent in the country for several 
more months, the woman would 
be eligible for cancellation of 
removal — a provision of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act 
that allows some immigrants in 
removal proceedings to apply to 
have the proceedings terminated.
“We hear about the raids on 
the news, and we tend to think of 
them as a group — the people who 
immigrate here — but working on 
this case so closely with someone 
affected by the raids has made it 
so personal,” Bethay said. “You 
get to see the individual stories 
and individual people with legit-
imate reasons for being here.”
The community impact
The law students working with 
the MacArthur Justice Center said 
they have been astonished by the 
widespread influence that the 
August raids are having on the 
state, even six months after the 
initial mass-detainment.
Philllips, a third-year student 
who started work with the clinic 
in August, said one of the biggest 
problems following the raids was 
a lack of communication provided 
to the detainees.
The center assigned him to 
the case of four brothers who had 
been detained in the Mississippi 
poultry plants and then trans-
ferred to a prison in Jonesboro, 
Louisiana. The brothers did not 
have any other family in the coun-
try, so they did not have anyone to 
put money in their commissary 
accounts to make phone calls. 
Phillips said this was not a unique 
situation.
Figueroa said many of the 
people she interviewed told her 
outrageous rumors they had 
heard inside of the detainment 
facilities.
“A lot of people thought they 
were going to be detained indef-
initely, so they were pleading 
guilty just so they could go back 
home,” she said. “It was just a lack 
of access and a lack of information 
that made a lot of people return 
to their home countries who had 
families, had homes (and) had a 
life here.”
Figueroa is a Cuban veteran of 
the U.S. Army, and she said the 
raids caused her to reconsider 
returning to law school in Missis-
sippi. After working on numerous 
immigration cases in the state, she 
said she has learned how to better 
defend herself as a citizen.
“Even though I’m an American 
citizen, even though I’m an army 
veteran, I got my passport, and I 
carry it with me at all times,” she 
said. “It affected all of the Hispan-
ics in the state of Mississippi who 
are here legally — the fear of not 
knowing what’s going to happen 
to us and how we’re going to be 
received by the community now.”
Brandon Wilson, a third-year 
student who works alongside 
Figueroa, said the raids changed 
the way America views immigra-
tion in the state.
“I don’t think many people 
think of Mississippi as being such 
a place where a lot of immigration 
and immigration reforms happen, 
but after the raids last August, 
people started looking at Missis-
sippi as an important factor,” 
Wilson said. “There are certain 
people in Mississippi and with the 
MacArthur Justice Center who are 
making a concerted effort to make 
some sort of change.”
The center will continue to 
accept immigration cases, and 
Johnson said he will continue 
trying to bring the state together 
to help the immigrants whom ICE 
targeted.
Anne Margaret Foster and 
Anne Florence Brown contrib-
uted reporting to this article.
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Former state official, others 
arrested for embezzlement 
ANNE WOLFE 
Mississippi Today
The former Mississippi 
Director of Human Services 
a n d  n o n p r o f i t  o f f i c i a l s 
conspired to embezzle millions 
of dollars meant for services to 
poor Mississippians, according 
to a Wednesday release from 
the office of the state auditor.
Special agents arrested 
John Davis, the former Human 
Services director, along with 
his employee, Latimer Smith.
Nancy New, Zach New, 
Anne McGrew — all officials 
from the nonprofit Mississippi 
Community Education Center 
— as well as retired profes-
sional wrestler Brett DiBiase 
were also arrested in connec-
tion with the scheme uncov-
ered during an eight-month 
investigation. Indictments 
include charges of fraud and 
embezzlement.
“The funds that were ille-
gally obtained in this case 
were intended to help the 
poorest among us. The funds 
were instead taken by a group 
of influential people for their 
own benefit, and the scheme 
is massive. It ends today,” said 
State Auditor Shad White.
A human services depart-
ment media release Wednesday 
evening stated that the agency 
self-reported the information 
that prompted the investi-
gation to Gov. Phil Bryant in 
June 2019. The department 
of human services announced 
Davis’ retirement in early July 
of that year.
“We look forward to this 
moving through the justice 
system to a final disposition,” 
the agency’s release stated.
According to the audi-
tor’s release, Davis and Smith 
allegedly manufactured docu-
ments to enrich Brett DiBiase 
with money from the federal 
Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families program, 
which provides basic assis-
tance to the nation’s poorest 
residents.
“Davis and Smith created 
invoices to pay DiBiase TANF 
funds for teaching classes 
about drug abuse, but DiBiase 
was in a luxury rehabilitation 
facility for his own drug use 
in California at the time and 
did not perform the services,” 
the release said. “Davis and 
Smith created documents and 
arranged payment knowing 
DiBiase was not performing the 
work he was hired to perform.”
Nancy New and her son, 
Zach, allegedly used the funds 
the human services depart-
ment granted their nonprofit 
to pay for DiBiase’s drug treat-
ment at a Malibu treatment 
facility, as well as funneled 
money for their personal use 
through “deceptive accounting 
measures,” the auditor’s office 
said.
“ T h e  d o c u m e n t a t i o n 
submitted by the News claimed 
this was to pay DiBiase for 
conducting training classes 
that never, in fact, took place,” 
the release said.
The release also alleges 
Davis and the News used 
welfare dollars to pay for 
personal investments in medi-
cal device companies in Flor-
ida.
“I don’t care how politically 
connected a person may be. 
You do not have the right to 
treat taxpayer money as your 
own or to lie to the taxpayers 
about what you’re doing with 
that money. Others doing this 
kind of thing are on notice: this 
will not be tolerated now,” said 
White.
John Davis, former director of the Mississippi Department of Human 
Services, was arrested last week as a result of an embezzlement 
scandal.
PHOTO COURTESY: MDHS VIA TWITTER.
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Ole Miss hockey wins first 
SECHC tournament 
Softball goes winless 
in opening weekend
A series of gutsy performances 
and late-game heroics resulted in 
a championship trophy as the Ole 
Miss hockey club won the first 
Southeastern Conference Hockey 
Club (SECHC) Tournament title 
in program history.
The Rebels entered the tour-
nament in Nashville with a 10-5-0 
overall record, earning the No. 6 
seed in the eight-team tourna-
ment. The team started the week-
end by giving No. 3 seed FAU its 
first conference loss with a 5-3 
result in the opening round. This 
upset carried the momentum to 
inch past No. 7 Auburn in the 
semifinal.
With the game tied at 1-1, a 
walk-off goal by Braden Storner 
in the overtime period put the 
Rebels past Auburn and into 
their second consecutive SECHC 
Championship game.
Though the Rebels had cham-
pionship game experience — 
losing the final to Georgia last year 
— they were still the heavy under-
dog with top-seeded Arkansas on 
the other side of the table. The 
Razorbacks held the best record 
in the conference coming into the 
weekend at 26-3 overall, and the 
team’s only conference loss was to 
Ole Miss in December.
Arkansas took the lead early 
after a highly contested first 
period and were able to keep Ole 
Miss in check for most of the game 
until Nate Sullivan tied the game 
with 15 minutes left. The Rebels 
came back just moments after to 
take the lead, and Cal Lavery put 
the Rebels up on a goal with 11 
minutes left in the game.
Lavery picked up the puck 
at center ice and beat Arkansas’ 
defenders on a two-on-one break 
to score the winning goal.
The Razorbacks earned a 
power play late in the third period, 
but were not able to capitalize 
with goalkeeper Ryan Troy saving 
shot after shot. While Arkansas 
scrambled to get back into the 
game in a last-ditch effort, Lavery 
got the puck and launched it into 
an empty net to put the game out 
of reach and secure the SECHC 
Tournament title.
“It was unbelievable,” Lavery 
said after the game. “There were 
no nerves in the locker room. 
Everybody was smiling, and 
we knew we were going to get it 
done.”
Troy recorded 110 saves in the 
tournament and delivered one of 
his best performances in the final 
game. Troy said the defense was 
crucial to the Rebels’ unexpected 
run over the weekend.
“We just really used our adren-
aline. These guys wanted it so bad 
that it doesn’t matter,” Troy said. 
“We could’ve been off one hour of 
sleep, and we still went out here 
and just balled out like we did.”
Veteran Cole Chatham said 
that even when the team was 
down early, they were confident 
they would rally to get the win.
“I think having a lead early is 
the monkey on our back. We can’t 
do that. We’ve got to go down, and 
we’ve got to keep battling, and 
that’s what we’ve done all tourna-
ment long,” Chatham said. “We 
just tried to have fun out there… 
We weren’t worried, really. We’re 
a confident team.”
The Rebels will finish the regu-
lar season with two games against 
Mississippi State on Feb. 28 and 
29.
Ole Miss softball opened their 
season with a five-game losing 
streak this past weekend in Clear-
water, Florida. The Rebels had a 
series of losses including Louisville 
4-2, NC State 3-2, Illinois 3-1, Notre 
Dame 7-5 and Liberty 4-2.
The Rebels fell behind early and 
were unable to finish a seventh-in-
ning comeback in the season 
opener against Louisville.
Despite Louisville opening 
the second inning by scoring a 
solo home run, the Rebels came 
back to tie at the end of the inning. 
After a mishandle at first base, 
Kelsha Loftin slid into home base. 
An immediate response from the 
Cardinals in the third helped them 
reclaim their lead.
In the seventh inning, the 
Rebels secured a run with a bunt 
single from Tate Whitley, and a RBI 
single hit from Mikayla Allee helped 
load the bases for Abbey Latham, 
Autumn Gillespie and Gabby 
Alverez. However, UL pitcher Char-
donnay Harris threw the runner out 
at third to end the game.
The Rebels also were unable to 
finish a seventh-inning comeback 
against NC State when a Wolfpack 
baseman robbed Nyomi Jones’ 
game-tying hit. The Rebels ended 
Friday night after two close games 
with hopes to switch the momen-
tum on Saturday.
However, the momentum never 
flipped. The Rebels could not get 
in the win column even with Allee 
going 4-5 on Saturday with a pair 
of walks.
Illinois took the second inning 
with three points after Ava Till-
mann allowed two hits and three 
walks. Ole Miss hit one point in the 
third and never scored again during 
the game. The Rebels put runners 
on bases during the sixth inning but 
were unable to finish the game with 
a win.
Notre Dame was next on the 
list, but the Rebels’ inability to hold 
their four-point lead in the fifth 
inning cost the game. The Fighting 
Irish managed to plate four runs to 
add to the two points secured in the 
second inning — giving them a 6-4 
lead.
In the final bats of the game, 
Allee led the seventh inning with 
a single but the Fighting Irish held 
their 7-5 lead, giving Ole Miss their 
fourth loss of the classic.
In the final game against Liberty 
on Sunday, the Rebels held their 
own at the top of the first when 
Allee, Latham, Jessica Pulk and 
Alverez put up four-straight singles. 
With all bases loaded, Paige Smith 
drove in to give the Rebels’ a 2-0 
lead.
However, the Liberty Flames 
switched the roles to a 3-2 advan-
tage at the bottom of the third. The 
Flames then added another run in 
the fifth to fully lock their come-
back-lead. Unable to bring the 
runs home in the seventh again, 
the Rebels took their final loss of 
the classic.
The Rebels will travel to Puerto 
Vallarta, Mexico this weekend. 
Their first game against Colorado 
State is set for 6 p.m. this Thursday.
JOSHUA CLAYTON
thedmsports@gmail.com
KELBY ZENDEJAS
thedmsports@gmail.com
Cole Chatham celebrates during an Ole Miss hockey game last 
February.  The team won the Southeastern Collegiate Hockey 
Conference Championship Sunday. 
PHOTO COURTESY: JOSEPH SUMMERS
FINAL
SOFTBALL
HOCKEY
The Ole Miss softball team huddles during a game last season.  The 
Rebels lost all 5 of their games in the Leadoff Classic this weekend.
FILE PHOTO: KATHERINE BUTLER / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
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Rebels secure convincing win over Florida
The Ole Miss basketball 
team used electric runs ear-
ly and frequently to fend off 
Florida in a 68-51 victory on 
Saturday at the Pavilion.
The Rebel backcourt of 
Devontae Shuler and Breein 
Tyree shined throughout the 
afternoon with Shuler scor-
ing 14 points and Tyree tally-
ing 23.
“Those guys played like 
a really good college back-
court,” Ole Miss head coach 
Kermit Davis said. “Breein 
had 23, but he affected that 
game in so many different 
ways. Devontae (had) big 
steals and hands on balls.”
The Rebels were off to 
a hot start in the first but 
struggled defensively, allow-
ing four offensive rebounds 
— three of them coming in a 
single possession. The Rebels 
continued to push the pace 
and scored on offense with 
solid three-point shooting 
in the first going 4-8 from 
behind the line. At the same 
time, they succeeded in lim-
iting Florida’s opportunity to 
close out effectively, allowing 
only two 3-pointers on 10 at-
tempts from the Gators.
Tyree played an efficient 
first half, scoring 12 points on 
only eight attempts from the 
field. KJ Buffen held the team 
on defense, contributing one 
block and four rebounds, 
and effectively guarded the 
Gator’s leading man Kerry 
Blackshear when asked.
Blackshear’s presence led 
to some interesting moves 
from Davis, who deferred 
Antavion Collum to guard 
Florida’s man in the mid-
dle on multiple possessions. 
This usage of Collum would 
increase in the second half 
before going back to starter 
Khadim Sy to close. Ole Miss 
made it difficult for Black-
shear, who only scored nine 
in the first and 14 on the 
game — most of the points 
coming from free-throws.
The Rebels were efficient 
from behind the 3-point line 
as the second half moved on 
with big time threes from 
Tyree, who had a 38-point 
explosion against South Car-
olina, had himself another 
big game scoring 23, becom-
ing the 9th all-time leading 
scorer in school history.
There were some moments 
at the beginning of the sec-
ond half that seemed almost 
reminiscent of the Auburn 
game as the Gators edged the 
lead down to single digits.
When asked about his us-
age of Collum to guard Black-
shear, Coach Davis said, “I 
was really proud of Dude 
(Collum). That was a tough 
matchup. Usually he would 
guard the four, but he went 
and battled Blackshear, who 
is as good a low-post scor-
er as anyone in our league. 
I just think his practices are 
so much better; he made a 
bucket today. I was just really 
proud of his effort.”
When Florida coach Mike 
White was asked about the 
loss, he had nothing but 
praise for the Ole Miss team.
“They are better than their 
record,” he said. “It’s hard-
er said than done to guard 
Breein Tyree. He’s just really 
good.”
The Rebels came out of 
this one above .500 in the win 
column at 12-11, and the team 
gained its third SEC win this 
season. Davis and the team 
hope to continue this win 
streak with upcoming rival 
Mississippi State on Tuesday.
Though the Rebels are 
making a big push to salvage 
what looked like a lost sea-
son, the game against Mis-
sissippi State will show a lot 
about this team and what 
they truly are.
The Rebels will face Mis-
sissippi State at 6 p.m  on 
Tuesday in the Pavilion.
JAMES MINZESHEIMER
thedmsports@gmail.com
MEN’S BASKETBALL
Devontae Shuler is fouled by a Florida defender as he attempts to dunk in the Rebels’ 17-point victory 
Saturday afternoon.
 JOSHUA CLAYTON / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
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“They are better than their record,” 
he said. “It’s harder said than done 
to guard Breein Tyree. He’s just really 
good.”
-Mike White, Flordia head  coach
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garrettfridayandgarner.com
1205 Offi  ce Park Drive B, Oxford, MS 
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Can the shuffled infield produce immediately?
BASEBALL COLUMN
The Ole Miss baseball 
team returns to the field this 
weekend for a series against 
No. 1 Louisville, and with 
the infield shuffled from last 
year, the Rebels will need to 
see immediate production 
from a few veterans.
Tyler Keenan is certain-
ly the most notable of the 
Rebel infielders heading into 
2020 after batting .285 and 
accounting for 15 home runs 
last season. He also had a 
.959 fielding percentage at 
third base and is now one of 
the few veterans in this Ole 
Miss lineup.
Keenan was named a pre-
season All-American by Col-
legiate Baseball and D1Bas-
eball, and he also earned a 
spot on the preseason All-
SEC second team.
The Rebels have moved 
Anthony Servideo to short-
stop, his primary position, to 
replace Grae
Kessinger, who was draft-
ed by the Houston Astros last 
summer. Servideo was named 
2018 Freshman All-SEC two 
years ago, batted .287 at the 
plate and spent most of his 
time in the outfield or at sec-
ond base last year.
Though at a new posi-
tion, Servideo has been the 
heir-apparent to Kessinger 
at shortstop since his signing 
and should be able to transi-
tion smoothly into the role.
“I’ve been playing (short-
stop) my whole life,” Ser-
video said. “(After) finally 
getting the chance to be back 
there, I feel good. I’m confi-
dent and excited.”
Though not the full-time 
starter a season ago, first 
baseman Kevin Graham is a 
name that will be familiar to 
Rebel fans. Graham started 
in 38 games last season, 20 
at first base and 18 as a des-
ignated hitter, splitting time 
with Cole Zabowski. His 2019 
season at the plate saw him 
bat .250 with 10 home runs 
and 34 RBIs.
However, junior Tim Elko 
has filled that role at first 
base with Graham moving 
to the outfield. Outside of 
Keenan, Elko and Servideo, 
the remainder of the Rebel 
infield will be flush with new-
comers this season. Here is a 
list of players who are either 
new to the team or didn’t see 
consistent action last season 
and could have playing time 
in the infield this season:
The catcher position will 
likely come down to Loposer 
and freshman Hayden Dun-
hurst. Loposer had limited 
playing time last season, and 
Dunhurst played his high 
school baseball at Pearl River 
Central High School, where 
he was tagged as the No. 1 
catcher in the nation in his 
recruiting class.
Loposer only played in 29 
games, batting .213 with one 
home run, but he and Dun-
hurst will likely see action 
early in the season.
Second base seems to be 
somewhat open as well, but 
Justin Bench and Peyton 
Chatagnier are believed to be 
the leaders for the position. 
Bench suited up in 14 games 
a season ago, batting
.200 and accumulating 
four RBIs. Chatagnier was a 
member of the Rebels’ No. 
2-ranked
recruiting class and hit 
.405 as a senior at Cy-Fair 
High School in Cypress, Tex-
as.
Though these names may 
be the frontrunners for their 
respective positions, don’t 
be surprised if more of the 
youngsters on this year’s 
team see significant playing 
time as wqroles are estab-
lished before conference play 
starts in this grueling Rebel 
schedule.
JOHN MACON GILLESPIE
thedmsports@gmail.com
FILE PHOTO: BILLY SCHUERMAN / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
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• No. 1 peyton Chatagnier - 
Freshman
• No. 2 Connor Walsh - 
Freshman
• No. 4 Knox Loposer - 
Sophomore
• No. 8 Justin Bench - 
Sophomore
• No. 13 Hayden Dunhurst - 
Freshman
• No. 14 Trey Lafleur - Freshman
• No. 19 Cael Baker - Junior 
(JUCO)
• No. 32 Cam Fisher - Freshman
• No. 33 Ben Van Cleve - Junior 
(JUCO)
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Black excellence celebrated at BSU gala
The Black Student Union 
hosted the 7th annual Black 
History Month Gala at The 
Inn at Ole Miss on Saturday 
night, featuring fellowship, 
award presentations and 
commemorations.
The award winners in-
cluded BSU president Arielle 
Hudson, who was award-
ed “The BSU Leadership 
Award,” and Carl Tart, who 
was awarded the “I Am Black 
Excellence Award.”
“All In. All Year.” is a 
new intersectional approach 
to the planning of heritage 
months that allows conver-
sations around inclusivity 
to continue throughout the 
year.
Tonika Ingram, coordina-
tor for Mississippi Outreach 
Scholastic Talent (MOST) 
programs at the Center for 
Inclusion and Cross Cultural 
Engagement, serves as the 
Black Student Union advisor 
and helped plan the event.
“We have, in my three 
years at (the university), seen 
an overwhelming response to 
the gala from students, fac-
ulty and staff,” Ingram said. 
“We work hard to ensure 
that we are able to provide 
the most enjoyable time for 
all attendees as we celebrate 
students, faculty and staff on 
our campus.”
The Black Student Union 
hosts the gala to celebrate 
the achievements of African 
American students and staff.
“Many of the pioneers in 
the world and in our commu-
nity are overlooked through-
out the year,” André Smith, 
a senior, said. “However, 
during this month, special 
appreciation and honor is giv-
en to those who have paved 
and continue to pave the way 
for African Americans. It is 
about the true character of 
being black in society.”
The first gala was in Feb-
ruary 2014 when the BSU 
executive board recognized 
a need to celebrate African 
Americans who created an 
inclusive atmosphere on 
campus.
“(The gala’s) mission re-
mains committed to cele-
brating the progress of the 
African American community 
at the University of Missis-
sippi and African American 
achievement on and off cam-
pus,” Hudson said.
Hudson said that the 
event takes months to plan in 
order for the gala to have the 
highest quality.
“It’s also always a little 
stressful because we try to 
do our best to ensure that we 
are staying within our bud-
get while also providing a 
top-notch, quality program,” 
Hudson said. “The day of the 
event is always so rewarding 
to see so many great people 
finally be recognized for their 
efforts and commitment to 
serving marginalized com-
munities — especially African 
Americans.”
The event gained popular-
ity over the past seven years; 
tickets sell out in days of be-
ing sold.
“It is one of our annual 
events that is very popular 
among students, staff and 
faculty,” Hudson said. “Ev-
ery year, we run out of tick-
ets within the first 48 hours 
of them being available, 
with typically 275-300 being 
available, so I think that says 
a lot about how popular it is.”
Though the gala is part of 
the events for the year-long 
inclusivity initiative, the BSU 
is not an official sponsor of 
the initiative for “All In. All 
Year.” However, members of 
the community are encourag-
ing the message the approach 
sends.
“I love the ‘All In. All 
Year.’ approach by the Divi-
sion of Diversity and Inclu-
sion,” Smith said. “It high-
lights some awesome events. 
I personally know most of the 
staff within the division, and 
they work very hard on this.”
Smith stated that he had 
the opportunity to be a part 
of promotional material for 
the approach this year along 
with many of the programs 
that have happened through 
the initiative.
“It is a great feeling to 
know that the University of 
Mississippi has taken steps 
forward to provide a more in-
clusive environment for all of 
its students,” Smith said.
Hudson said she does not 
know of any other events sim-
ilar to the gala for celebrating 
black excellence specifically.
“There are certainly oth-
er events and programs that 
give out awards, but it is not 
similar in nature to the BSU 
Gala,” Hudson said.
The BSU does not plan on 
any upcoming changes with 
the new initiative. Students 
who are looking for more 
multicultural events can find 
more information on the “All 
In. All Year.” calendar located 
on the Center for Inclusion & 
Cross Cultural Engagement’s 
website.
CAROLINE NIHILL
thedmfeatures@gmail.com
The award winners at this year’s gala include:
• The Giving Heart Award - James Vinson
• The Prestige Award - Gabriela Wells
• I am Black Excellence - Carl Tart
• The Social Advocate Award - Yasmine Malone
• The Emerging Leader Award - JeVon Franklin
• The BSU Leadership Award - Arielle Hudson
• The Dr. Donald Cole Award - Ryan Upshaw
• The Giving Light Award - Arthur Doctor
Saturday night’s 7th annual BSU 
Black History Month Gala featured 
fellowship, award presentations 
and commemorations.
PHOTOS: JOSH ALINSUB  / 
THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
TUNE IN TO NEWSWATCH OLE MISS | Live weekdays at 5 pm
www.newswatcholemiss.com
PAGE 10 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 10 FEBRUARY 2020
28312
Apply @ jobs.dominos.com OR in person!
Domino’s East 1920 University 662.236.3844 
Domino’s West (Campus Store) 1603 W. Jackson Ave 662.236.3030
NOW HIRING DRIVERS
Make $12-$18 an hour!
at BOTH Oxford locations!
CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S
SOLUTION TO 2.7.20 PUZZLEACROSS
1- Famous last words; 
5- Kit item; 
9- Bristle; 
13- Bridle strap; 
14- Out of line; 
16- Lukas of “Witness”; 
17- Nick and Nora’s 
pooch; 
18- Mother of Isaac; 
19- Art Deco artist; 
20- Demonstrate; 
21- Jamaican popular 
music; 
22- Right-leaning?; 
24- Extent of space; 
26- Attention-getting 
sound; 
27- Jeopardy; 
29- Blue gem; 
33- Clan symbol; 
34- On a single occasion; 
35- Quod ___ 
demonstrandum; 
36- Tree of the olive 
family; 
37- Point in the desired 
direction; 
38- ___ Maria; 
39- Egyptian goddess of 
fertility; 
41- Like some dorms; 
42- Pays to play; 
44- Academic teacher; 
46- Sporting blades; 
47- Hwys.; 
48- Gothic-type arch; 
49- Critique; 
52- Blackguard; 
53- Group of individual 
facts; 
57- Miners’ sch.; 
58- Make one; 
60- Custardy dessert; 
61- First, second, or third; 
62- Tadpole milieus; 
63- As far as; 
64- Cornerstone abbr.; 
65- Sgts., e.g.; 
66- It may be floated;
DOWN
 1- Important times; 
2- New Ager John; 
3- Bandleader Puente; 
4- Unconscious; 
5- Mortarboard feature; 
6- Honshu port; 
7- Gumbo vegetable; 
8- Pasture used for 
grazing; 
9- Encase; 
10- British nobleman; 
11- “Mon Oncle” director; 
12- Just ___!; 
15- Talk softly; 
23- Cookbook abbr.; 
25- Backboard 
attachment; 
26- Walked back and 
forth; 
27- Deputised group; 
28- Body of values; 
29- Twisted expression?; 
30- Beside oneself; 
31- All-night parties; 
32- French summers; 
33- Follow; 
34- Siouan speakers; 
37- Foul-up; 
40- Like barber poles; 
42- Mimic; 
43- Necessary; 
45- Shoshone language 
member; 
46- Exit; 
48- Best; 
49- Rustic; 
50- JFK postings; 
51- Sleeveless garment; 
52- Pres., militarily; 
54- Chow chow chow; 
55- Cheerio!; 
56- By and by; 
59- The French word 
for “no”;
Crossword puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com (www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission.
SUDOKU©  
Puzzles by KrazyDad
HOW TO PLAY
Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with 
no repeats.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL
CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day in advance. The Daily 
Mississippian is published Monday through Friday.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds on classified ads once published.
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or questionable products or services.
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit: http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.
RENTALS
CONDO FOR RENT
TWO BEDROOM / TWO 
BATH at The Mark. Includes 
major appliances, water, 
internet, and cable TV. $900/ 
month. Available Now
(662)456-6226
HOUSE FOR RENT
MAGNOLIA GROVE 428 
ANCHORAGE 3 bedroom/3 
&1/2 bath, available August 
2020 $1500 a month 
903 701-0529
HELP WANTED
EXPERIENCED SCREEN 
PRINTER NEEDED
Local business in search of 
experienced screen printer. 
Full time or part time 
availability. Email sales@
jcgapparel.com
Righteous Brothers play sold-out show
The Righteous Brothers, 
an old-time rock’n’roll duo, 
added to the Gertrude Ford 
Center’s array of diverse acts 
this performance season. 
The band sold out the venue 
on Saturday night.
Singers Bill Medley and 
Bucky Heard played seven-
teen songs from on and off 
their catalog with classics 
hits such as “Unchained 
Melody,” “Lean On Me” and 
“Hold On, I’m Coming.”
Medley performed with 
the energy of a youthful, ex-
perienced musician.
Heard performed “Cry-
ing” by Roy Orbis, “Ebb 
Tide” and “Nessun Dorma” 
by himself. Medley per-
formed his rendition of “Un-
chained Melody” in honor 
of Righteous Brother Bobby 
Hatfield, who died in No-
vember 2003.
“Nobody sang it like Bob-
by,” Medley said.
Both men received stand-
ing ovations from the crowd 
after their solos.
“We’d like to dedicate 
this song to all those who 
have passed, and especially 
to my little brother Bobby,” 
Medley said after playing 
“Rock and Roll Heaven.”
The band featured covers 
of songs and their own rep-
ertoire and performed older 
hits.
Medley’s daughter, Mck-
enna Medley, who sang 
backup for the concert, also 
performed “At Last” by Etta 
James and “Had the Time of 
my Life” with her father.
The Righteous Brothers 
also performed the popular 
Ray Charles song, “I Got a 
Woman.”
The Ford Center has been 
looking at a wider variety of 
acts to perform at the venue, 
according to Kate Meacham, 
the marketing director.
“We’ve been hearing from 
people in town, and they 
wanted us to do some more 
pop-type things,” Meacham 
said. “So we started looking 
at the acts that were avail-
able and touring.”
The venue was sold out 
for the concert, having a 
good mix of both lifelong 
fans and younger people who 
might not have heard much 
of their music.
“I thought it was great. 
I’ve pretty much been a fan 
since I was a kid, “ audi-
ence member Mary Knight 
said. ”My mom used to lis-
ten to a lot of their music 
and that type of music that 
they played — Ray Charles, 
Etta James and those kind of 
songs. I grew up listening to 
them.”
The Righteous Broth-
ers thanked all the veterans 
in the audience. The band 
asked them to stand so that 
they could properly thank 
them for their service to the 
country, dedicating “Lean on 
Me” to them.
Medley joked about being 
an older performer multiple 
times throughout the show.
“I’m allowed five senior 
moments a show. I’m on my 
tenth,” Medley said.
The last song of the eve-
ning was “You’ve Lost That 
Loving Feeling,” which is one 
of their top-grossing songs.
GRANT MCLAUGHLIN
thedmfeatures@gmail.com
Singers Bill Medley and Bucky Heard sing to a sold-out Gertrude Ford Center on Saturday. 
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OPINION
Dear parents everywhere, 
I saw Janet Jackson’s breast 
and turned out just fine.
Lewd. Crude. Disgusting. 
Nasty. Vulgar. Crossed the 
line. Glorified pornography. 
Crass. Inappropriate. Gross. 
Sickening.
These are just some of 
the comments fired across 
the internet following Sha-
kira and Jennifer Lopez’s 
performances during Super 
Bowl LIV’s halftime. What 
many, like British journal-
ist Piers Morgan, saw as a 
“semi-naked, pole-writhing, 
crotch-grabbing halftime 
show,” I saw as an energized 
demonstration of female em-
powerment, Latina culture 
and athleticism by two of the 
most successful entertainers 
of all time.
So, why the disconnect?
After last year’s halftime 
performance by Maroon 5, 
I saw no one criticize Adam 
Levine’s shirtless, exposed, 
tattooed torso to America’s 
children while thrusting his 
“Moves Like Jagger.” There’s 
clearly a double standard 
when it comes to how society 
sexualizes men and women.
At nine, I saw Janet Jack-
son’s breast on national tele-
vision. Did it damage me in 
some way? Nope. I learned 
two important things:
My own breasts were com-
pletely normal and natural.
Never let a nasty boy’s 
tight grip define you.
I was never censored from 
empowering female perform-
ers like Janet, Jennifer and 
Shakira. If so, I would have 
felt ashamed of the body I was 
given. I would have lacked 
self-worth. I know how much 
I needed these women to ad-
mire, and I know I am not the 
only woman who has been 
empowered by women who 
are not ashamed of their bod-
ies.
Despite their influence, 
I grew up in a society that 
taught me that the way I 
dressed could “send the 
wrong message,” vulgar men 
were considered powerful 
and prudish moms set soci-
etal norms and standards for 
women.
Today, I would like to be-
lieve we live in a better world. 
But I have been let down.
In an op-ed published in 
“USA Today,” contributor Gil 
Smart argued that the NFL 
should have warned those 
with children that the perfor-
mance was going to be “up-
setting.”
“It looked a lot like soft-
core porn,” Smart said as the 
parent of a nine-year-old boy.
I wholeheartedly disagree 
with his remarks.
This year’s halftime per-
formance was an empower-
ing cultural representation of 
what it means to be a Latina 
woman.
Shakira and her female 
dancers danced mapalė, a 
dance native to her home-
town of Barranquilla, Colom-
bia, which is widely respect-
ed for its intricate footwork, 
swift movements and flow 
with the beat of the drum and 
champeta.
After crowd surfing, Sha-
kira returned to the stage, 
performing a “tongue wag” 
actually known as zaghrouta, 
a traditional Arabic celebra-
tion chant, as a nod to her 
Lebanese heritage.
Her belly dance with a 
rope was also criticized. In 
fact, one person referred to 
it as “bondage.” Maybe Sha-
kira simply performed an in-
tricate dance. Why shouldn’t 
she?
When it was J. Lo’s turn 
to take the stage, she per-
formed a swing set with a 
world-champion salsa group 
known as Swing Latino.
J. Lo’s 11-year-old daugh-
ter, Emme Maribel Muniz, 
sang “Let’s Get Loud” with 
other Latino children in 
cages and a fenced back-
ground, serving as a power-
ful statement against family 
separation policies and the 
inhumane immigration de-
tention centers that serve as 
a gut-wrenching reality of 
what goes on in America ev-
ery day.
J. Lo then displayed a 
feather coat with the U.S. flag 
on one side and proudly re-
vealed the Puerto Rican flag 
on the other side. While she 
sang out, “Let’s Get Loud,” 
her daughter sang “Born in 
the USA,” reminding viewers 
what it means to be a country 
made up of millions of Lati-
no-Americans.
Many parents expressing 
an outcry of “inappropriate-
ness” turned off their televi-
sions. I have no doubt that 
these parents lectured their 
children about why the per-
formance was “a horrible ex-
ample for young girls.”
Parents are robbing their 
children of something valu-
able that could positively im-
pact them for the rest of their 
lives.
Being a strong, talent-
ed woman is sexy. Being 
Latina is sexy. Being able to 
bring a stadium of more than 
100,000 people to their feet 
is sexy. In fact, all that sex-
iness is actually important 
for young girls and boys to 
see. Girls lucky enough to 
dance along in their living 
rooms will understand that 
their bodies are beautiful and 
strong. Boys who watched 
this performance alongside 
parents who didn’t sexual-
ize these women will respect 
women’s bodies, athletics 
and talent, and they may 
even admire them for it.
I look forward to the day 
when I can share this perfor-
mance with my own child. 
We need a future filled with 
children who understand all 
of this. Honestly, I think our 
future depends on it.
Let’s start recognizing 
what female empowerment 
actually looks like. Let’s 
stop objectifying women. 
Let’s teach our daughters to 
embrace their bodies. Let’s 
teach our sons to respect all 
women. Let’s acknowledge 
the rarity of the NFL getting 
something culturally relevant 
and appropriate. Let’s honor 
the minorities who make our 
country so special.
Dear parents everywhere, 
next time — for all the right 
reasons — let’s get LOUD.
Gabrielle Vogt is a curric-
ulum & instruction graduate 
student in the School of Ed-
ucation.
GABRIELLE VOGT
thedmopinion@gmail.com
What your kids could get out of the 
Super Bowl half time show
need more news?
Visit thedmonline.com for 
breaking news on Oxford and 
the Ole Miss campus
While you’re there, sign up for The Morning Brie ng, 
our newsletter with the top news of the day.
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